Use of the appendix in reconstructive surgery: a case against incidental appendicectomy.
Ignored for years, the appendix is once again being promoted as having useful surgical potential, notably in the management of incontinence. Incidental and prophylactic appendicectomy with their established complications become less easy to justify as the incidence of appendicitis declines. The role of the appendix in reconstructive surgery is reviewed, with particular reference to urinary reconstruction and to the treatment of chronically constipated or faecally incontinent children by use of the antegrade continence enema.